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You can see the  

support and care  

each staff member  

has for each other  

and most importantly  

the care everyone has  

for the students. 

Other great events for the term have included Reconciliation Week, Peter Combe’s performance and of course the LOV Surprise Party. The school 

Bingo fundraising event at the CDFC raised $8000 which paid for the amazing interactive art work in Central Park. I’d like to thank Coles for their 

support and hopefully we can have another Bingo night next year. 

Preservice teaching is an area we are passionate about. The future of special education is in their hands and we need to support their development. 

I’d like to share part of an e-mail regarding the school mentoring program from one of our preservice teachers: 

“With my placement ending tomorrow, I wanted to take this opportunity to thank you from the bottom of my heart for providing me with the opportunity 

to work at your school. I’ve have had some very upsetting and unpleasant placements in the past but, when I left the initial placement meeting with 

Nicole, Melissa E and you, I cried because I was so thrilled and happy! So happy that on my first day I arrived at 6:30am and hid in the side street. 

I have never immediately felt so welcome by all education staff, seen as an equal and provided with so many opportunities to learn (staff meetings, 

unit meetings, Review to Improve teams, Developing Professional Practice meetings and Early Career Teacher meetings).  

The school culture is something not only I have fallen in love with, but my university mentor said the vibes around the school were unlike anything he 

had ever seen. You can see the support and care each staff member has for each other and most importantly the care everyone has for the students. 

You have created something so beautiful and I really wanted you to know, it is an absolute pleasure to have spent my placement at your school.  

Lastly, thank you for choosing an incredible teacher mentor for me to have for my placement. I could not possibly convey how much Nicole Livingstone 

has done for me. She has completely changed my outlook on teaching; the way the kids look up to her is truly magical to watch. She has gone above 

and beyond and allowed me to soar. Nicole gave me controlled freedom in her class, supported me and most importantly encouraged me.  

Melissa Ernesti has such a genuine, kind heart and is so warm and nurturing to those kids; she showed me a whole world of hands-on learning that I 

have never experienced and now I couldn’t imagine teaching without. It is with great sadness that I say goodbye for now and I really hope one day in 

the near future to say hello to you all again. Thank you again for so many opportunities.”  Jessica (Preservice Teacher) 

 Please enjoy the break! Keep safe and I’ll see you all in the new term. 

Best wishes,  

Byron 
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From the Principal 
Winter is certainly here as the term nears its end. Here’s a snapshot of things that have happened to date. 

The Review To Improve teams (RTIs) have established some incredible whole school resources and 

training to enable high quality consistency across the school; and engage more students in learning. 

The Reading and Writing RTI has developed a reading Concepts of Print program that both teachers and 

parents can use to support reading. The resource includes a scope and sequence, ‘What to do’ info and a 

program outline for teachers. 

The Social Development RTI has introduced video self-modelling to support students in areas where 

transitions can be difficult. A demonstration of video self-modelling was presented at a staff meeting. This is 

particularly designed for students who find transitions difficult. Members of the RTI have also visited sites 

that have well established social development programs operating.  

The Communication RTI facilitated this term’s Pupil Free Day hosting Two Way Street, utilising their 

extensive experience and expertise in Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC). The PODD 

sessions were great and highlighted our communication focus. All units established a ‘Commitment to 

Action’ including making AAC accessible in the yard at recess and lunch times. 

Senior students have been really busy this term attending sailing, Special Olympics, and Senior Years 

camp. It’s really important these last years are cherished and students leave us with amazing memories. 

SACE at ANSS is undergoing a review period, with Nicole Livingstone leading the team through this 

process. Part of this task is to ensure that staff across the school have a greater understanding of the work 

of the SACE team. 



and participate in visual arts as we decorate 

letters to create a class display.  

We use many different items and materials to 

provide an array of stimulating, tactile 

experiences. We have covered ‘E’ for Egg 

Shells, ‘S’ for Sand, ‘R’ for Rice, and ‘B’ for 

Balloons. We like to use the PODD to describe 

what different materials feel like.  

Over time, students who experience touch 

sensitivities and aversions, have developed in 

confidence and curiosity to feel and play with 

many different textures and also… have fun! 

I put together letters, I formed 

words, I spoke. Jasna Horvat  

The only  

thing that you 

absolutely  

have to know,  

is the location  

of the library . 

Albert Einstein 

hoping to introduce sessions 

over the school holidays at 

some local libraries.  

If you are curious you can 

check it out at: 

www.sensoryguru.co.uk  

and maybe enquire at your 

local library for information. 

Junior Primary 
Maddy Williams 

Each week we do an activity called 

Letter of the Week Sensory Craft which 

integrates our Literacy program to 

expose and help us learn the alphabet,  

Primary  

Leanne Guerin and Di Abfalter / Rebecca Bowne 

During 2019 Leanne and Di / Rebecca’s 

classes have been joining together for a 

weekly visit to the Playford Library each 

Wednesday. We enjoy our story telling and 

singing sessions with Kath, the librarian. We 

then move to a craft table and produce some 

wonderful works of art. Our students are given 

the opportunity to celebrate specific events 

relating to the wider community.  

In Week 8 we had an opportunity to 

experience a new piece of equipment called 

‘The Magic Carpet’ which is an interactive 

projection system that has the power to 

engage people of all ages and abilities. It has 

applications in a variety of environments, such 

as schools, hospitals and children's play 

centres.  

The Playford Library will be sharing ‘The 

Magic Carpet’ with a few other libraries and 

http://www.sensoryguru.co.uk


Senior 
Amy Checkley 

Each Tuesday, our class has been 

going shopping as part of the SACE 

Modified Mathematics subject. 

Students look through a shopping 

catalogue with their parents and 

then choose a couple of items to 

put on their shopping list.  

Each student brings their own 

shopping bag and wallet which 

gives them a sense of 

responsibility. Tuesdays have 

become a favourite day in our class. 

As soon as they hear “it’s time to go 

on the bus”, their faces light up and 

they grab their bags.  

Students love travelling on the bus 

and shopping down the aisles, and 

it is a great movement break for 

them. It also helps them to achieve 

some of their Mathematics goals 

such as handling and 

understanding the value of our 

Australian currency and 

participating in practical hands-on 

activities involving catalogues. 

The odds of going to the 

store for a loaf of bread 

and coming out with only 

a loaf of bread are three 

billion to one. 

Erma Bombeck 

R-12 JP-Primary 
Jenny Rikard-Bell 

This term we had the pleasure of welcoming Jasmine 

Pugh, Library Programs Officer at the Stretton Centre, 

into our classroom for “Story Time with the Stretton 

Library”. 

On two Wednesday mornings Jasmine arrived with story 

books in hand, musical instruments and bubbles to read 

books, sing songs and ensure we all ended on a 

“bubbly” note. 

While Jasmine read aloud, staff supported each student  

 

to engage with the story and comment using their 

individual AAC devices. 

The focus story, Mabel’s Magical Garden by Paula 

Metcalf, got us thinking about gardens, flowers and we  

all agreed the flowers were “pretty” and Mabel’s garden 

was “beautiful”.  

The second book, Where is the Green Sheep? by Mem 

Fox, illustrated the benefits of familiarity and repetitive 

text for engaging students in reading. This old time 

favourite had us all sitting upright anticipating the next 

line…only the Green Sheep was found sleeping at the 

end of this story! 

There’s 

always room 

for a story that 

can transport 

people to 

another place. 

JK Rowling 



Pathways 
Christelle Pleasance and Ingrid Wohsa 

We LOVE being social! Lately, we have enjoyed 

many opportunities to practise our awesome social 

skills at a variety of events. The Peter Combe 

Concert, Sports Day, Reconciliation Week, LOV 

movies and LOV Surprise Party have all provided 

opportunities to develop positive relationships with 

our peers and the community around us. 

We were fortunate enough to score front row seats 

at the Peter Combe concert and we were very 

excited audience members. Skye, Holly and 

Louisha showed us their dance moves and 

Lochlan had the opportunity to sing along with 

Peter on the microphone! Noah and Jay enjoyed 

watching the show with their friends. 

This year's Sports Day at Elizabeth Vale Primary 

School was Nico’s first - he smiled all day and said 

via PODD it was ‘fun’. We all enjoyed dressing in 

team colours and singing house chants with the 

whole school in the gym. Pathways classes joined 

with other classes for sporting events all around 

the school. Louisha won best dressed in our class 

with blue streamers in her hair and a blue tutu with 

flashing lights!  

Primary  

Kayla Mancini 

This term we have participated in fortnightly 

outings to the Healthy Food Co at Playford. 

These visits assist in supporting students’ 

financial literacy and communication 

development, as well as developing positive 

social skills in the community.  

Each visit has been very successful, with all 

students practising the skills needed to safely 

walk through a car park and how to 

appropriately behave within in a supermarket, 

amongst the public.  

Students are encouraged to choose what they 

would like to buy. We’ve even come back to 

school to cook using the meal kits we’ve 

purchased.  

Our class has also created a movie of our visit, 

which we watch throughout the week to 

prepare us for and to remind us of what we 

can expect from our next outing.   

Providing students with the opportunity to 

access the community, in a positive and 

supported way, is essential for future success.  

We are looking forward to more regular 

community visits next term! 

The single biggest 

difference between 

financial success and 

financial failure is how 

well you manage your 

money. It's simple: to 

master money, you must 

manage money. 

T. Harv Eker 

I really 

love being 

human. 

But some 

days I 

really wish 

I could be 

fairy. 

Greta, age 4 


